
 

April 2023 Daughters of the Republic of Texas 

From the President: 

 

The San Jacinto Chapter DRT has had a busy month! 
We completed our 4th and 7th grade Essay Contests 
and our Education Committee chose our winners. 
Congratulations to all! See Tish Wolter’s article on 
page 2. Our Scholarship Committee also received 
numerous applications for our Thelma Maresh Col-
lege Scholarships. Congratulations to the student 
winners who will be honored at the ceremony at 
San Jacinto Monument on April 21st. See their 
names in the left column. As a chapter, we will host 
all of our student winners and their families at a re-
ception at the Pioneer Memorial Log House on Sun-
day, April 30, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. Please join us to 
hear the essays read by their authors and to hear 
the plans of our scholarship winners. This is always a 
special time honoring our goal of supporting Texas 
Education! 
 
On March 25, several of our members attended the 
Opening Dedication Ceremony for the Republic of 
Texas History Center in Austin. Our History Center is 
open!! We have several events coming up: San 
Jacinto Day and Family Day on April 21st and 22nd 
at the Monument and Battlefield; The San Jacinto 
Symposium in Pasadena from April 28th – 30th; our 
Education Reception on April 30th at the Log House; 
the National DRT Convention at Moody Gardens in 
Galveston from May 4th – 6th; our Chapter meeting 
and Memorial Service for the members we have lost 
this year on May 11th at 10:30 a.m.; and our Lunch-
eon on June 1st at Braeburn Country Club. The 
luncheon will be special as we initiate our new 
members and install our new officers for 2023 – 
2025. Information and reservation forms are 
attached to this newsletter. 
 
 

   -Beth Garrett McCarty 
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2023 Thelma Maresh Scholarship Winners!! 

The Scholarship Committee is please to announce the 
2023 Thelma Maresh Scholarship Winners! 

 
Margaret Davis  
Attends The Village School 
Will attend the University of Texas 
DRT relatives: Hope Davis, Carol 
Theilen, Kay Theilen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clark “Stockton” Lord  
Attends The Kinkaid School 
Will attend Trinity University 
DRT relatives: Luisa Milby 
Feagin, Mary Milby 
 
 

 
 
 
Reid Richter  
Attends Foster High School 
Will attend Texas A&M University 
DRT relatives: Kay Kimball Martin 

 

 

John Williamson  
Attends St. Thomas HS 
Will attend Texas A&M Univ. 
DRT relatives: Jacqueline Mat-
tingly Williamson, Jacqueline 
Williamson, Mary Margaret 
 
 
 
A huge thank you to the Scholarship Committee Mem-
bers: Vanessa Flores, Beth McCarty, Stacie Osborn, Su-
san Stormer and Luanne Zacek. 
 

Laura Kaplan 
Scholarship Committee Chair 

The San Jacinto Dispatch 



Essay Contest Winners! 
 

Congratulations to our 4th and 7th grade Texas History essay winners! Our 4th grade winner is 
Annie Wallace with her essay, “Ben Milam, Inspiration for all Texans”. Annie attends Katy Ele-
mentary School. Her mother, Nancy Wallace, is a member of the San Jacinto Chapter DRT. We 
have two 7th grade winners, with Lillie Williamson placing 2nd for her essay, “William Menefee: 
A Man of Courage”, and Morgan Wolter placing 1st with “George Campbell Childress: A Texas 
Legacy”. Lillie attends Telluride Mountain School in Telluride, CO and her mother Ashley is a 
member of the San Jacinto Chapter DRT. The subject of Lillie’s essay, William Menefee, is her 
own ancestor! Morgan Wolter is a student at Memorial Private School and her mother, Tish, is a 
member of the San Jacinto Chapter DRT. Morgan is currently serving as the San Jacinto Chapter 
CRT Historian. We are also very pleased to share that Morgan’s essay placed first at District VI 
level as well! We will meet our winners at our Log House reception on April 30th. Please plan to 
attend!  
 
 

CRT Convention News!!  
 
Information is now available to register for the 62nd Children of the Republic of Texas Conven-
tion. The Convention will be in Center, TX June 23-24. Attached is the registration form. You 
must call the hotel and speak to Heather Matlock to lock in the CRT rate for hotel rooms. 

CRT News! 
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Diane Martin, long-time Member of our San Jacinto Chapter pictured above with a portrait of Rebecca Fisher, the wife 
of her ancestor, Orceneth Fisher. This portrait hangs in the stairwell of the new History Center Building as a citizen of 
the Republic.. 
 
 
Diane’s ancestor, Orceneth Fisher was the chaplain of the congress before we became a state. 
 

 

Did you know? 



Raffle to Raise Funds for our Pioneer Memorial Log House Restoration 

 
A beautifully designed Texas Our Texas quilt featuring all things Texas is being raffled this 

year:  1 ticket for $10, 3 tickets for $25.  This artful quilt can be used as a wall hanging, bed 

coverlet or throw! 

 

San Jacinto DRT member, Debra Grigsby, adapted the design to include the San Jacinto Mon-

ument, Bluebonnets, Indian Paintbrush, the Alamo, Mockingbird, Spindletop, boots and 

more!!! Debra’s craftsmanship and attention to detail AND quality make this a one-of-a-kind 

treasure. The quilt measures 52” x 64” and is   definitely a labor of love for Texas! 

 

Proceeds of this raffle will benefit our Pioneer Memorial Log House.  Tickets will be for sale 

at San Jacinto Chapter meetings and activities, DRT State Convention in May, and DRT District Workshops this summer and fall.    

The drawing for this quilt will be December 7, 2023 at our chapter’s Christmas Luncheon.  The Winner need not be   present to 

win. 

 

For more information or to purchase tickets, contact Gwen Koch at 713/826-9061 or jkoch11949@att.net. 

New Raffle Information! 
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San Jacinto Weekend 

San Jacinto Weekend will be here next 
weekend. Come join us at the San 
Jacinto Battleground as we celebrate 
the most significant Battle of the West-
ern Hemisphere. In addition, we will be 
promoting Texas history to our school 
children and the community at large. 
The San Jacinto Chapter will be there 
sponsoring a booth on both Friday, 
April 21 (School Day) and again on Sat-
urday, April 22 (Festival & Family Day - 
Battle re-enactment is held this day) 

Some of you already have plans to be there - any of you are welcome to join us. 
 
The official San Jacinto Day Ceremony will be at 2:00p.m. on April 21, 2023. All volunteers will be 
able to attend the ceremony-there will not be a conflict. We are looking for volunteers to join us 
for either day or both days. At our booth we will have about 15 of our Texas flags including the Six 
Flags of Texas and the various Battle Flags. We will also have to give to the school children Texas 
Flag cards with the Texas Pledge and Texas themed coloring pages. The Battleground will be 
providing colors so the children can color on site. I will also have a copy of the William Huddle 
painting (Surrender at San Jacinto) for display. If you have an ances-
tor who was in the Runaway Scrape or San Jacinto, please feel free 
to represent your ancestor. Don’t worry about period dress - just 
talking about your ancestor will be great. 
 
I will provide information on the flags, Texas Revolution and the Bat-
tle of San Jacinto so everyone will have a basic working knowledge. 
The hours on Friday are from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Saturday will be 
from 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. If you plan to volunteer please email 
Eron Tynes (texan54@att.net). Thanks again to all those who have 
signed up so far.      -Eron Tynes 

mailto:jkoch11949@att.net


 

Dedication Ceremony for the Republic of Texas History Center in Austin 
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Dedication Ceremony for the Republic of Texas History Center in Austin - continued 
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Our historical records uncover some surprising history in the 
life of the chapter. 
 
A CRT Scrapbook in our archives reveals that in 2000, our CRT 
members, with the Ima Hogg CRT chapter, put together “The 
Best Time Capsule” and planted it in front of the Log House. It 
is to be opened in 2036 for the 200-year anniversary of the 
victory at San Jacinto. Children participating were William 
Killebrew, David Killebrew, Jack Washington, Philip Washing-
ton, Sage Smith, Nathaniel Corbett, Samantha Shelton, 
Roseann Shelton, Cné Oliver, and others. Items placed in the 
time capsule were: a Houston Chronicle newspaper, People 
magazine, Life magazine, SJC SRT mug, some SJCDRT memo-
rabilia from the country store, and anything the CRT children 
wanted to put in it.  
 
If you know any of these children and have a contact number, 
please let the President know so she can ask them where the 
exact location is for the capsule. 
Put the date on your calendar for the big “reveal.” 

 
-Gwen Kunz 

 

TIME CAPSULE PLANTED BY CRT MEMBERS 
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 The San Jacinto Symposium 
will be held 

the weekend after our 
San Jacinto Ceremony. 

 
There is a dinner Friday night 
and four excellent speakers at 

the workshops 
on Saturday, April 29th. 

 
There will be a tour of the 

Battlefield on Sunday! 
Sign up soon!  

 
 

Go To:  
www.sanjacintosymposium.com 

Information on the San Jacinto Symposium 
 

Please sign up 

now for our  

June Luncheon! 

Information 

attached to this 

newsletter! 

Hope to see you 

there! 



 

Please review 
the attached 

proposed amendments 
to our Bylaws. 

The Chapter 
will need 

to vote on the 
Proposed Changes 

this Spring 

 

Congratulations to the following 
elected Executive Board Officers! 

 
  

President Gwen Koch 
1st Vice President Roni Thelen 

2nd Vice President Jamie Moran 
3rd Vice President Tish Wolter 

4th Vice President Debra Grigsby 
5th Vice President Sharolyn Wood 

Treasurer Carla Brown 
Registrar Trudi Becht 

Chaplain Luanne Zacek 
Recording Secretary Susan Caraway 

Corresponding Secretary Susan Stormer 
Historian Gwen Kunz 

CRT Registrar Patti Randolph 
Director Lisa Braly 

Director Martha Jorgensen 
Immediate Past President Beth McCarty 

 
 

2023-2025 Officers 

The San Jacinto Dispatch 

Page 7 April 2023 

Bylaws - Proposed Changes 

Camille Dockery Simpson joined our chapter in 1992. Her ancestor was Sterling 
Smith. She passed away March 4 at the age of 96. A memorial service was held 
at St. Luke's United Methodist Church on Monday, Apr. 3.Camille was very ac-
tive throughout her school career attending Lamar High School and Rice Univer-
sity. She and her husband, Ray, had 3 daughters and 1 son. Camille was also ac-
tive in DAR. 
 
 
 
 
Sue Evelyn Ledbetter Bell was a member of 

our Chapter. She passed away on March Mrach 27 at the age of 91. 
Sue attended River Oaks Elementary and The Kinkaid School before 
attending Boarding School. She later attended the University of Texas. 
Sue’s husband, Paul Gervais Bell, Jr. was a San Jacinto descendant and 
a Past President of the Texas State Historical Association.  

In Memoriam 
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(See yearbook for details) 

2023  
 

San Jacinto Day Ceremony                  April 21 

No Open House                                  April 22 

Reception for Essay Contest winners and              April 30  

    Scholarship recipients, Log House, 2:00 p.m.  

DRT Annual Convention, San Antonio            May 4 – May 6 

 ~Moody Gardens, Galveston, Texas 

Chapter Meeting Log House/Zoom, 10:00 a.m.   May 11 

Third Thursday Log House Workday, 9:30 a.m.     May 18 

Monthly Saturday Open House, 1-3 p.m.             May 20 

June Luncheon, 11:30 a.m.           June 1 

CRT Annual Convention, Center, Texas                   June 23-24 

San Jacinto Chapter - 2022~2023  Calendar of Events     

April 2023 

 
 

 

 

Kroger Community Rewards and Randalls grocery stores have 

given Daughters of the Republic of Texas, Pioneer Memorial 

Log House new numbers. Please check with your local Kroger 

to have your Kroger Plus Card updated for our new # RF149. 

Randalls donation card number is #14197 for the Pioneer 

Memorial Log House.  You can request this number to be pro-

grammed onto your Randalls shopping card. Remember, you 

shop anyway, so this is a painless way for our chapter to re-

ceive a donation from Kroger and Randalls just because we 

shop. Every little bit helps!   

 
Next Month’s 

Chapter Meeting 

will take place on 

May 11 

 

Hope to see you 

there! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A BIG thank you to our April meeting          
hostesses who provided delicious       

homemade refreshments including fresh 
hot cross buns- left to rightt - Gwen Koch, 

Lisa Braly, Martha Jorgensen, and Patty 
Randolph.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=kroger+logo&id=06A7E8B26C35F9088AE8BC417A5D59478E2C104F&FORM=IQFRBA




 
























